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Project Goals (Focus Topics) 

The aim of this project is to investigate the reuse of the remains of Somerset House in order to turn its first floor into a restaurant and an exhibition. Somerset House is located at the corner of 

Somerset St. and Bank St. in the Centretown neighbourhood of Ottawa. Built in the 1890s, the property was a viable commercial structure until it became derelict in the 1990s and was closed to the 

public in 2004. What now remains is the façade of the building and three stories of empty space; this alone makes this project a complex one. I shall incorporate the façade into my design. Since the 

building is designated as a heritage site, the design will include sustainability and universal design elements based on the Heritage Act.[1] 

 

 

 

 

1-Ontario Heritage Act. (1990). Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport. Retrieved Sept. 22, 2014, from http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/heritage/heritage_act.shtml 

 

 

Motivation for the preservation and adaptive reuse of Somerset House  

The purpose of adaptive reuse is to take a structure of historical or architectural significance and perform a renovation or adaptive reuse in order for it to continue to have a viable purpose and also 

generate revenue that can be used to maintain the property. The distinctive Queen Anne Revival architecture of Somerset House and its history as a residence, public accommodation, and home of 

neighbourhood pubs is part of the Centretown tradition. The adaptive reuse of the property into a modern restaurant and an exhibition would create a level of continuity with the past. A renovation of 

the building that is aesthetically harmonious with the original design would preserve the period architecture that has been an important part of the urban 

landscape at the corner of Bank Street and Somerset Street West for generations. In the past Ottawa City Council and the built heritage sub-committee have supported historic preservation and 

adaptive reuse in Ottawa. In October 2013 Ottawa city council approved a plan put forward by architect Derek Crain for the adaptive reuse of Somerset House.[2] Other commercial structures in 

Ottawa of similar vintage to Somerset House that continue to function as viable examples of period architecture include the Slater Building at 177-179 Sparks Street (built 1894), the Brouse Building 

at 181-183 Sparks Street (built 1893), and the A.J. Stephens Building at 185-187 Sparks Street (built 1896).[3] 

2-Willing, J. (2013, Oct. 10). Good News finally comes to Somerset House. Ottawa Sun. Retrieved September 22, 2014, from 
http://www.ottawasun.com/2013/10/10/good-news-finally-comes-to-somerset-house 
3-Newton, M., & Haig, R. (1979). Lower Town, Ottawa. Ottawa: National Capital Commission. 
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Description of Queen Anne Revival architectural style 

 

The Queen Anne Revival style of architecture was developed in the U.K. during the 1860s to incorporate deigns of the medieval and Elizabethan periods, and named after Queen Anne of England 

who reigned from 1702-1714. The style was adopted by Canadian architects for commercial buildings as well as for the grand mansions that wealthy families built and filled with Victorian-era 

opulence in order to impress their friends and colleagues. The Queen Anne Revival houses that were built in Canada were characterized by polychromatic paint schemes, asymmetrical façades, 

overhanging eaves, a large veranda, “gingerbread” trim, and one or two towers or turrets. [4] A number of sub-genres were subsequently developed in North America included Stick style (with 

decorative half-timbering and fewer ornamental details), Eastlake style (pioneered by British architect Charles Eastlake who used machine-manufactured wood trim for decoration), and Shingle 

style (based on American Colonial designs that featured shingled surfaces). The Queen Anne Revival style remained popular in Canada until the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, and today 

many commercial and residential structures continue to stand in communities from coast to coast as examples of the architectural tastes of a bygone era[5]  

 

 

4-Kyles, S. (n.d.). In the Ontario architecture website. Retrieved October 25, 2014, from http://www.ontarioarchitecture.com/ 

5-Top 10 world architecture. (n.d.). In Essential architecture. Retrieved October 25, 2014, from http://www.essential-architecture.com/ 

 
 

A new interpretation of Queen Ann Style 

 
Since the outer shell of Somerset House cannot be altered the interior space could be designed in a different way, with a new interpretation of the Queen Anne style. The Queen Anne style of 

furniture that developed after the reign of Queen Anne (1706-1714) is also described as Late Baroque, and is characterized by common features such as cabriole legs, cushioned seats, wing-back 

chairs, pat feet and an emphasis on line and form. The furniture style was designed in a lighter weight in comparison with previous furniture designs.  

My intention is to take the concept of lighter furniture and compare it with modern furniture designs, such as the ghost chair that is transparent, and then apply this concept to the use of furniture 

and finishes in the interior design of Somerset House.  

For example, some parts of the interior walls must include glass or other transparent material to reflect the exterior style of the building, while the Queen Anne style furniture should be custom-

made with transparent material such as plastic or acrylic. The concept of transparency is the main focus of my design that will be reflected in most of the finishes used in the restaurant, bar and 

exhibition spaces in the renovated Somerset House. 

http://www.ontarioarchitecture.com/
http://www.essential-architecture.com/
http://www.essential-architecture.com/
http://www.essential-architecture.com/


Rooms Size sq.ft. Furniture Number of 

people 

using the 

space 

Plumbing Window  Electrical 

 

Lighting Acoustic  Description 

Main entrance 150 Mirror 

Hangers 

N/A no yes yes Yes 

recessed 

fair Provides access to both restaurant, kitchen and other 

floors. 

Second Entrance 100 Art work N/A no yes yes yes  

recessed 

fair A second Exit for people who want to exit the building 

from a different direction. 

Receiving  150 N/A N/A no yes yes yes  

florescent 

fair To provide access to the kitchen directly without being 

seen by customers.  

Reception  100 Art work 

Table Desk Chair 

Computer  

 

2 no yes yes Yes 

pendent 

fair To invite people to the restaurant and provide 

reservation. 

Exhibition  800 Hangers 

Small table Display 

30-40 no no yes yes 

 

Track, Spotlight 

high  To exhibit local Artists art works. 

Bar 700 Table, Shelve   10-12 yes no yes yes 

 pendent, cove 

high  To serve people with alcoholic and non alcoholic drink 

and cocktails. 

Restaurant 2000 Chair, Tables, Table 

lamps 

Table cloths, Plates 

 

 

36 yes yes yes yes high  To provide the casual and local food service for 

customers. 

Kitchen  700 Stove, Microwave, 

Oven, work surface, 

pot and pan hangers 

6 yes yes yes yes 

florescent 

high To provide food for customers and offer at least 10 

types of  casual warm food. 

Public Stairs 400 Art works N/A no no yes yes, stair light,  

wall scones 

fair For public to have access to other floor. 

Fire Exit (Stairs) 400 ----- N/A yes no yes yes, wall scones fair Requirement of the building based on OBC code. 

Elevator 

 

100 ---------- 6-8 no no yes yes, pot light fair To bring accessibility to other floors . 

Washrooms 400 Art  Work, Hangers no no yes yes, wall scones, 

pot light 

high 

Space Summary & Criteria Matrix 



Rooms Main 

entrance 

 

Second 

Entrance 

Receiving  Reception  Exhibition Bar Restaurant Kitchen Public Stairs Fire Exit Elevator Washroom 

Main 

entrance 

R S N R S S R N R N N R 

Second 

Entrance 

S R N s S S S N N R N N 

Receiving  N N N N N N S R N S N N 

Reception  R N R R S S R N S s N N 

Exhibition  S N N N R S S N S S N S 

Bar S S N N S S s S S S N N 

Restaurant S S N R S S s N N S N S 

Kitchen  S N R N N N S N N S N N 

Public Stairs S N N N S S S N R S R N 

Fire Exit 

(Stairs) 

S N N N S S S N N S N N 

Elevator S N N N S N N N R S R N 

Washrooms R N N N S N N N S S N R 

Type of Adjacency 

R- Directly Related 

N- Not related 

S- Semi-related 
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